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GEOGRAPHY

Directions:  Study the following map and use it with what you already know to answer
the questions that follow.
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6 Which form of transportation helped to
spread cholera to the areas shown on
the map?

A airplane

B automobile

C railroad

D ship

7 What information NOT shown on this
map would increase your understanding
of the spread of cholera?

A per capita income

B population density

C natural population growth

D balance of trade

8 What explains the pattern shown on
the map?

A The microorganism does not survive
in the climates of uninfected areas.

B Uninfected areas did not allow
travel during this time period.

C Worldwide wind patterns spread the
disease in this way.

D Uninfected areas had little contact
with the rest of the world.

9 Which statement can BEST describe the
spread of cholera at this time in
history?

A Cholera had penetrated the interior
of Africa.

B Cholera was unknown in Southern
Europe.

C Cholera was found in tropical areas.

D Cholera was common on the west
coast of North America.

10 Which of the following contributed to
the pattern shown on the map?

A gold rush

B World War I

C invention of the steamship

D Japanese isolationist policy
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HISTORY

Directions:  Read the following quotations and use them with what you already know to
answer the questions that follow.
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11 The quote by Alfred Thayer Mahan
echoes what belief popular in
nineteenth-century America?

A isolationism

B manifest destiny

C states’ rights

D separate but equal

12 How were Monroe’s ideas reflected in
the United States in the 1920s?

A The United States allowed unlimited
immigration.

B The United States stopped
intervening in Latin America.

C The United States became involved
in permanent alliances.

D The United States refused to
participate in the League of Nations.

13 How did the Monroe Doctrine come to
be used in American foreign policy?

A It became a justification for
intervention in Latin America.

B It was used to justify the United
States’s entry into World War II.

C It committed the United States to a
network of foreign alliances.

D It became the foundation for the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

14 Which of the following is the MOST
accurate statement regarding the impact
of the Monroe Doctrine in the 1820s?

A It allowed the United States’s
involvement in European affairs.

B It established the policy of isolation
from European affairs.

C It authorized the United States to
establish colonies in Latin America.

D It forced Russia to cede Alaska to
the United States.

15 Mahan’s ideas led directly to the United
States’s participation in the

A Mexican War.

B Spanish American War.

C First World War.

D Second World War.
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CIVICS

Directions:  Read the following passage and use it with what you already know to answer
the questions that follow.
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21 Which of these constitutional principles
is illustrated in the Lochner decision?

A popular sovereignty

B representative government

C national supremacy

D checks and balances

22 How can Roosevelt’s plan for reform
BEST be summarized?

A The checks the courts have over the
other branches should be dismantled.

B The legislature should have the final
word on constitutionality.

C The people, in certain instances, should
be able to decide if a law is valid.

D The Constitution should be amended
to limit power of the people.

23 What underlying principle of
Progressivism would the framers of the
Constitution have disagreed with?

A protecting the liberty of the common
citizen

B concern for the interpretation of the
Constitution

C distrust of a strong federal
government

D trust in the citizen to decide
constitutional issues

24 How did Roosevelt’s actions change the
role of the President?

A The President can amend the
Constitution.

B The President has the final say on
the constitutionality of a law.

C The President can be a key
legislator as well as chief executive.

D The executive branch has supremacy
over the legislative branch.

25 Which of the following ideas in the
Declaration of Independence is
advocated by Roosevelt?

A “Governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed.”

B “Mankind is more disposed to suffer
while evils are sufferable.”

C “Governments long established
should not be changed for light and
transient causes.”

D “We mutually pledge to each other
our lives.”
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ECONOMICS

Directions:  Study the following graphs and use them with what you already know to
answer the questions that follow.
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36 If you are considering investing in the
stock market, which indicator would be
the LEAST helpful?

A A

B B

C D

D E

37 Which graph would MOST likely
influence the government’s decision to
undertake a massive highway construction
program?

A B

B C

C D

D E

38 What other graph would accurately show
the combined effect of graphs B and E?

A balance of trade

B investment rate

C productivity

D purchasing power

39 If you were running for political office
and were trying to prove that the
economy is growing, which graph would
you use?

A C

B D

C E

D F

40 Which graph would MOST likely show
an increase when the Federal Reserve
Board decides to raise interest rates?

A A

B B

C C

D D
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INQUIRY AND DECISION MAKING

Directions:  Read the following hypothetical information about a public policy issue. Use it
with what you already know to complete the tasks that follow.  You should take about 20
minutes to complete both Task I and Task II.

ENERGY CONSERVATION

Dependence on foreign sources of energy is a major problem in the United States.  Some believe that the
government should take specific steps to promote energy conservation.  Read the following information
about public opinion on the role of the federal government in promoting energy conservation.

Long-term polling information about fuel conservation show the following results:

Line 1 = Should the United States government require more fuel-efficient cars and
trucks?

Line 2 = Should the United States government require more fuel-efficient buildings?

Line 3 = Should the United States government provide tax credits for individuals
and/or businesses who are more fuel efficient?
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41 Task I:  Interpreting Information

Study the information in the data section.  Which of the following statements BEST
describes the relationship between the approval for requiring more fuel-efficient cars
and trucks and carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere?

A As public opinion has shown less desire for fuel-efficient cars and trucks, the carbon dioxide
levels in the atmosphere have increased.

B Approval for requiring more fuel-efficient cars and trucks has increased as carbon dioxide
levels have increased.

C The more fuel-efficient cars and trucks on the road, the higher the carbon dioxide levels in
the atmosphere.

D The fewer fuel-efficient cars and trucks on the road, the higher the carbon dioxide levels in
the atmosphere.

ANSWER THIS ITEM IN YOUR ANSWER BOOKLET.



High School Test in Social Studies Spring 2002 Released Items

Page 12

42 Task II:  Taking A Stand

You will now take a stand on the following public policy issue:  Should the United States
government require manufacturers to produce more fuel-efficient vehicles?  You may
either support or oppose the manufacture of more fuel-efficient vehicles.  Write a letter to
your senator.

You will be graded on the following criteria. Your letter must include

• a clear and supported statement of your position;

• supporting information using a core democratic value of American constitutional
democracy;

• supporting knowledge from history, geography, civics (other than the core democratic
values), or economics (it is NOT enough to only state your opinion);

• supporting information from the data section; and

• a credible argument someone with the opposite point of view could use and an
explanation that reveals the flaw in his or her argument.

Remember to:

• Use complete sentences.

• Explain your reasons in detail.

• Explain how the core democratic value you use connects to your position.

• Write or print neatly on the lines provided in your answer booklet.

ANSWER THIS ITEM IN YOUR ANSWER BOOKLET.
NOTHING WRITTEN IN THIS TEST BOOKLET WILL BE SCORED.
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Some Core Democratic Values of
American Constitutional Democracy

Core democratic values are the fundamental beliefs and constitutional
principles of American society.  These values unite all Americans.
They are expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the United
States Constitution, and other significant documents, speeches, and
writings of the nation.  Below is a list of some core democratic
values.  You may use any core democratic value to support your
position, including those not on this list.  Be sure to explain how
the value you choose supports the position you take.

Fundamental Beliefs
Life

Liberty
The Pursuit of Happiness
Public or Common Good

Justice
Equality
Diversity

Truth
Popular Sovereignty

Patriotism

Constitutional Principles
The Rule of Law

Separation of Powers
Representative Government

Checks and Balances
Individual Rights

Freedom of Religion
Federalism

Civilian Control of the Military
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Student Response 1

Score Point: 0

This response does not provide a clear and supported position.
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Student Response  2

Score Point:  1

This response provides a clear and supported position.
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Student Response 3

Score Point:  2

This response provides a clear position and supports it with social studies knowledge from
geography (global warming).
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Student Response 4
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Score Point:  2

This response provides a clear position and supports it with data from the Data Section.
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Student Response  5

Score Point:  3

This response provides a clear position and supports it with the correct application of a Core
Democratic Value (Liberty), social studies knowledge from economics (market forces) and has a
successful refutation.
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Student Response  6
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Score Point:  3

This response provides a clear position and supports it with the correct application of a Core Democratic
Value (Common Good), social studies knowledge from geography (oil as a nonrenewable resource) and
data from the Data Section.
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Student Response  7

Score Point:  4

This response provides a clear position and supports it with the correct application of a Core Democratic
Value (Liberty), social studies knowledge from history (prohibition), and data from the Data Section and
has a successful refutation.
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Student Response  8
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Score Point:  4
This response provides a clear position and supports it with the correct application of a Core Democratic
Value (Common Good), social studies knowledge from economics (disposable income), and data from
the Data Section and has a successful refutation.
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